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share in public duty, and overcoming by the grace
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which woman might carry the message of Love
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S. S. “Rewa™
12 September, 96
Saturday
Dearly Beloved Brethren,

Last Saturday it was my privilege to speak to
you a few words from the heart in view of my
coming departure then. And to-day 1 am on the
bosom of the wide, wide sea. Day before last we
left behind us the last faintest trace of land, the last
faintest sight of any other ship in these:trackless
waters. And now the weather not being rough
though the sky is cloudy, alone the ship which
carries me sails merrily or | might say mightily along.
Such a triumphant career through the buffetting
billows of this unbounded deep is a sight for me to

contemplate with joy, with wonder and with
emulation.
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Brethern, since bidding you goodbye near Chand-
pal's ghat, if you ask me of what, of whom rather
have | thought often and often, well I should say,
of you, of each and all of you. Before leaving you,
when I thought of my coming departure my heart
became exceedingly sorrowful and I had no words
to tell you what | felt, | have often asked myself if
it were possible for me to live without the love and
good will which you all bear me, and | have as
often felt in reply that you are part of my being,
part of my life, and I might as well think of living
without God in God's world as think of living with-
out you in an atmosphere which is filled with your
love and good will towards me. Oh it is a blessed,
blessed privilege to live and breathe in such an
atmosphere, and I thank God for it.

My brethern, I have had no sickness to speak of
during the last three days and Il hope I shall have
none before reaching Madras tomorrow. If there
be any I think it will not be from the rolling or
reeling of.the ship which I am perfectly enjoying
but from the smell and taste of the food which I
now and then take. And if not for my health 1
fear for nothing else. 1 have managed to get on
with such food as | can take, and if I can manage
to get on in this way the rest of the voyage it will
be very well for me. Here in this ship every body
seems kind to me from the Captain downward, |
am thankful to say. And when | am in distant

de -
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England I do not know how it will fare with me.
If her climate and the food that she will give me
keep me up all right, well, may Heaven bless her.
1f not, { will trust in that Heaven and will do what
He will bid me do.

As] am getting far and farther from you in
space, is it not true that in spirit | am drawing near
and nearer to you ? If the eyes are windows of a
man's soul | flatter myself that | have got glimpses
into your souls which make me believe that by
trusting in the common Father and in the brother-
hood which knits us all together 1 shall be carried
safely through all the trials that are in store for me.
O my brethren, each one of you has been such
a help to my spiritual growth, such a new revelation
to me of the mysterious God, that my trust is
deepening more and more that | shall never, never
feel altogether alone wherever | may happen to
be in this wide, wide world. Without your best
wishes, without your anxieties on my account,
without your deepest thoughts, aspirations and
experiences expressed in whatever way you find
ready for you, without all these and more what am
I or who am [ that [ should think | can do anything?
Believe me | cannot. 1 pray, therefore, my beloved
bretiiren, deny me not those privileges, which you
have allowed me hitherto, though I shall be far, far
away from you. When the overland mail can carry
messages from India to England in three weeks'
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time what should prevent you from writing to me
as often as you ought in order that | may say
“Amen’’ to your deepest prayers, that [ may invoke

God's blessing on all your most earnest endeavours, °
that [ may join with you in all the sweetest hymns

that you sing,—in short that I may feel that | am

with you and you are with me and, though separated

from each other by miles and leagues, we are yet

one in spirit, one in truth, one in the love which

knows no separation.

It is getting dark now. The sun has just gone
down. I shall not write more. I wish | could write
to each of you separately. Certainly 1 shall do so
if 1 am well and find time. This being Saturday
evening let me pray with you in spirit. And may
God's grace be with us now and always.

Yours Ever

One of You.
Members of Young Men’s Prayer meeting,
(59)
S. S. “Rewa’*
19 Sep. 96.
Saturday.

Dearly Beloved Brethern,

Since writing you on last Saturday | have got on
as well as I could. | have seen Madras and Colombo
on the way and I hope you have heard of my safe
arrival at both these places. Colombo is a very
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fine place and I do not remember 1o have seen
a finer place than it. I have already been ten days

. on the sea and this is the eleventh day. We expect
to reach Aden before Friday next, and I shall post
this letter there so that when you receive this I
shall have left behind me the seas of Asia and bhe
on the seas of Europe. And | have no idea when
you will hear from me next.

Excepting God's company and that of the books
1 have with me, | have had no other company to
speak of in this ship. For though I see about me men,
women and children, it seems their thoughts travel
one way while mine another. 1 have written sepa-
rately to as many of you asl could and I mean to
write to as many more as | can. This has beena
privilege for me which I could not value too highly
in my present situation. For when, though there
are persons so near me there is not one to whom
I can open my heart, is it not a blessing to have
persons, though very far from me, to whom my
heart opens, to whom my thoughts go and with
whom they long to remain? Yes, itis, and 1 am
thankful for it.

Believe me, my dear brethern, 1 have often
longed to be with you, felt the want of your com-
pany, wished that | had about me those dear familiar
faces which my eyes loved to look on, and were it
not for the thoughts with which God blesses me, the
hopes with which He inspires me, the ideals which He
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bids me be up and look up to, I would feel very,
very sad and lonely. But then He is saying, I am
always with thee. Of him I spoke a word or two on
that Saturday preceding my departure. Of Him
I wish to speak again and again. And who or
what else is there of whom or of which if one began
to speak he could speak on and on and never end,
of whom one could not speak long but all speech
soon ended in silent worship, in heart-felt prayer, in
loving surrender of self? O my beloved brethern,
how little have we learnt to reverence God to stand
in awe of His presence, to adore His perfections.
We speak of praising Him, of trusting in Him, of
loving Him. Alas: if we knew what it was to praise
Him, to trust in Him, to love Him we would not
think that we ever praised him, trusted in Him or
loved Him. I think | am net very wide of the truth
when | say that we are very near knowing all that.
By trusting alone we know what trust is, by loving
what love is. But if instead of doing that, we
travelled the whole earth round, we would come
back to our home no whit nearer the knowledge we
went out in search of. And yet it lay all the time
very near us.

I hesitate to speak of this knowledge, and,
though 1 should be the last person to deem myself
in any way worthy to speak of it, yet no matter
being nearer to my thoughts now, nor pressing
itself more strongly on them, I think I ought not
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to put off speaking of our relations to God through
trust and love. Sweeter, deeper, holier relations
never existed than those between man and God.
It is time, my beloved brethern, that we shoved
aside all false prudence, false shame, false fear
and whatever stands between us and God, and
saw Him face to face, trusted in Him as never man
trusted before and loved Him even as He loves us.
QO: for words to tell you how very deeply un-
worthy we are to speak of Him at all whom we
adore saying, Thou arf#. And when He is and is
so all—knowing, so infinite, so good, so great, so
holy, so blessed, what was it that ever drove us
to books or men to be told how to trust in Him?
What was it, I ask in all earnest, that ever made
us look to the right or left, to the past or the future
for a measure of our trust in him? It was nothing
but want of trust, my friend, it was that and noth-
ing else I repeat. My brothers, the past can tell
us through its history how others have trusted in
God ; great men living now can tell us how 7key
have trusted in Him. But neither the past nor the
great men living in the present can tell us how we
are to trust in Him. Let us hourly thank God for
all great men dead or living who have declared
His glory and been witnesses of it. But God
demands of us something more than this gratitude.
He demands that we should trust in Him now and
here, without looking to the right or left, the past
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or the future, withoutany *‘Because and Therefore,*’
without any why or Wherefore.

Was it not said of old ““Trust in the Lord witk
all thine heart and lean not unto thine own under-
standing’'? This is the time for that trust with all
our heart, 7.¢., whole-hearted trust and not half-
hearted. We all want in this trust. This is our
first, {atalest sin, this want of trust in God. How
can we be freed from this sin? How? In no other
way save by frusting whole-heartedly now and here
in Him of whom we ‘say, He is. Here we have
both the means and the measure, frusf is the means
and whole-hearted the measure. There is no other
means, no other measure, and let us not look for
any other means or any other measure.

Let me quote from the Bible again: ‘“Every
word of God is pure; He is a shield unto them
that put their trust in Him. Add thou not unto
His words, lest He reprove thee. and thou be found
a liar.”" In these words we are reminded of the
purity of our relations to God. When we have
once seen Him and trusted in Him we are to trust
Him ever afterwards. We know in whom we have
trusted. Do we not know that? I do not say that
we know the unknowable, that we have trusted in
a visible being. [ say that He in whom we have
trusted is unknowable, is an invisible Being. And
is not this knowledge sufficient for our purposes?
Is not this knowledge the one thing needful to
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begin our lives with? Is it not the foundation on
which to build our lives? We can not pretend to
more knowledge of God than what he gives us
in response to our trust in Him, to our earnest seek-
ing after Him. Out of the mysterious deeps of
His being He called us into existence, out of the
abundance of His love He gave us life. Are any
words necessary, therefore, to teach us to trust
in Him?

My beloved brethern, I need not write more to
make you feel what I feel about our relations to
God. Without more ado let us all humbly put our
trust in Him. He will be a shield unto us all. Safe
in His fatherly keeping we shall dwell as brothers,
trusting each other, loving each other. And when
we have once trusted Him let us not dare add
unto His words lest He reprove us, and we be
found liars.

It is Monday morning when | finish this letter.
Before another Saturday we shall have passed
Aden and I hope I shall write to you again before
we reach Naples. Meantime may God's grace be
with us all.

Ever Yours'

One of you.

To Members of—Y, M, P, M.
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S. S. “Rewa’’
3 Oct. 96.
Saturday

Dearly Beloved Brethern.

Since writing you last we haye passed Aden,
Suez and Portsaid, and we are now sailing over the
Mediterranean. The sea has been calm mostly
and very calm here and there: so calm that I wish-
ed you were with me to look on its face. Nowhere
was the sea very rough ; here and there only it
was a little troubled. My voyage at the beginning
seemed to me a long one, and now that I am near
ending it, it seems to me a very short one.

After we had left Colombo far behind us and
were nearing Aden the voyage began to be more
and more interesting. Far from Colombo to Aden
the voyage lasted more than a week, and after
about a week’s sight of ‘‘water water everywhere”
it was such a relief to sight land so often. 1 wish
I had not forgot the little of History and Geography
that I had learnt at school. I wish | had learnt
more of them and remembered it all. As we were
nearing Aden there was a rock here and a rock
there raising its head above the waters— there was
land visible at a distance. | wish there was some
one to tell me the history of these places. If it was

% -
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the north-eastern coast of Africa that we were
sailing along, the fact had thoughts enough for me.
Aden itself could not but be of interest deep as
human nature. And the Red Sea through which
we passed would have awakened thoughts in any
one who knows its importance in ancicnt history
which | am ashamed | am ignorant of. In the
south part of it are a number of small islands,
I have lately learnt from a book, and among
them a group called the “Twelve Apostles.”
I do not know if any of you have any interest to
know that there is a Shadwan Island in it about
10 miles of which is the reef on which the Carnatic
was lost in 1866. But you have interest perhaps
to know that while in the Gulf of Suez the
Sinaitic Range could be seen though Sinai is
hidden by intervening ranges. The history of
the Suez Canal was not known to me, or knowing,
1 forgot it. To me it is interesting to learn that
“the idea of joining the Red Sea and the Medi-
térranean, originated at the close of the last century
by Napoleon Buonaparte, was first put into a
practical shape by M. de Lesseps in 1854, when he
obtained from the then Viceroy, Said Pasha, an
Act of Concession empowering him to construct a
canal. This was modified and renewed in 1856,
and in April, 1859, excavation was commenced.
In November, 1869, the canal was completed and
the two seas united.,” Leaving Suez, in passing



ateqata 13 o

through the Suez Canal, the steamer slackened its
speed and, after a day's voyage, we reached

Port Said. The total length of the Suez Canal is,

102 miles.

I write all this because | feel a greater interest
in my situation now than I did at the commence-
ment of the voyage. Leaving behind me the last
point of touch with Asia | am on the waters of
Europe. And yet on the Mediterranean there is
nothing to tell me, excepting my watch and my
diary, that | am far away from the Bay of Bengal.
My brethern, this is a novel experience to me. The
sea is one even as God is one. The sea surrounds
land even as God encompasses us all. The sea is
all water even as God is all love. Mighty rocks
are buried in it, giant ships are easily drowned in it,
huge leviathans live in it, and yet look on its
surface, it is water and nothing else. Even so are
mighty wills and giant intellects easily dissolved
in God's love. Living on land we divide it into
parts and say, This is mine, That's thine, and
quarrel and fight if you encroach on my portion or
1 on yours. Butlet us come out into the open sea
and see and say if we can divide it into parts and
quarrel over them. Standing on the authority of
the past, of written books or spoken wnrds, we
divide God’s Truth into doctrines and say, This is
mine and That's thine, and quarrel and fight over
them. But let us once come out into the ocean of
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God’s love and see and say if we can divide it into
parts and say This is mine and That's thine, and
quarrel over them.

From of old the sea has resisted all puny
attempts at bending it to our wills such as the
earth could not. And there it is still reminding us
of the ages that are gone by, the ages that have
made it what it is, that have brought it down to our
age. It is older than we are, older than our fathers,
our forefathers and the very remotest ancestors of
whom we have any record. And yet geologists
would tell us the sea hkad a beginning, and I should
not be so foolish as to pursue my comparison of it
with God's love farther than | have done. Older
than the sea, older than anything that we see and
consider as the oldest thing on earth, is God's love.
What a thought is that!

My beloved brethern, the sea had a beginning,
its depths have been measured; it has bounds.
*Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further; and
here shall thy proud waves be stayed.” But what
bounds has God’'s love? Have its depths been
measured? Had it ever a beginning? Unbounded
and boundless, with depths unmeasured and un-
measurable, without beginning and without end,
God’s love is here as there, now as then, older than
anything we know, newer than anything we see
pure, all seeing, true, beautiful, almighty and
eternal. Should I hesitate to speak of it? Yes, let
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us all pause a while and look with reverence on
what is, was and shall ever be.

My brethern, instead of trying to write to you
on the subject, I wish you were all with me at my
upashana this morning and evening and we felt
together what manner of love is that which God
loves us with. That which was before we saw
light, before the first man was created, is even here
and now encompassing us alll That which melted
Buddha's heart, that which filled Jesus soul, that
which maddened Chaitanya, is not that very thing—
the eternal love of God at our door to-day, begg-
ing leave to enter our homes? Is it not inviting us
to taste of its sweetness, refresh ourselves at its
fountains, purify ourselves by its fire, bathe our-
selves in its ardours, fill our hearts with its enthu-
siasm, strengthen our wills by its power, and open
our eyes by its touch, so that we might see who is
it that begs at our door? Ol itis God. It is He,
whether we recognise Him or not, 7s. It is He who,
whether we know Him or not, knows us. It is He
who, whether we love Him or not, loves!

My brethern, consider His eternity. Binding in
one unending chain the remotest past with the
nearest present He who was of old, is now and
shall ever bel Why should time and space deceive
us so easily? Does He not fill all time all space?
Is he not present everywhere and always? Do
we not live, move and have our being in Him?
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Why then should we waste our times with wvain
imaginations when the sweetness of God which is
eternal is so near us? And is it not nearer to us
than hands and feet, nearer than breathing? O my
beloved brethern, here I can not say what I feel.
If tears had language | could attempt to describe
to you the love of God. Strange that any words
are necessary to make each one of us feel what is
the deepest truth with respect to himself, that God
loves him. O! was ever sweeter, holier, diviner
truth communicated to me? | am an off-spring of
God: we are His offspring ; He loves us all; He
is ours. My brethern, feel through every sentence
more than | can express. We knew not each
other: He has made us know each other. We did
not meet together: He has made us meet together.
In time past we were not a brotherhood, but now
we are one. ‘‘Should we not shew forth the praises
of him who hath called us out of darkness into His
marvellous light?"’

" This is the light of the New Dispensation
into which we are born. My brethern, let us not
guarrel about the past which has been for His
sake who is; let us not be anxious about the
future that will be, for His sake who is. Dearly
beloved, let us lay aside all meddling with things
which belong to God, and as ‘“‘new born babes
desire the sincere milk of the truth’” that has
been revemled to us, that we may grow thereby.
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And this is the truth that God loves us, that He has
called us together that we may live together lov-
ing each other. The place where we meet to pray
is our prayer-meeting, the fraternity which we form
among ourselves is our fraternity, evevy brother
who is given to us is our brother, and He who
gives us a brother is our Father. Ol what a glori~
ous privilege is ours! He who can call any bit of
ground /%/s and has a genuine love for it which he
has not for another bit of ground. let him live and
die in that bit of ground, it will be well for him.
To be able to love anything as one’s own is a pri-
vilege which is worth all one’s earnest prayers and
efforts. Brethern, let us learn to value the privi-
lege that's ours. We can call God our Father. The
earth is ou7's, the sky is ox7’s, the ocean is 0x7’s,
and the place whither I am going is ou7 Father's
home in the west.

It is Sunday evening when [ write this. The sun
is just setting behind clouds through which his
glory shines. Thare is a hill near by rising above
the waters and higher than the clouds which float
about it. It is a more interesting thing than I
imagined. It is a volcano named Stromboli and I
see it belching fire and smoke. We passed by
Sicily this afternoon and are nearing Naples which
we reach’early tomorrow morning. I shall post this
letter there. From Naples we sail direct to London
and | do not know when I write to you again.
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Beloved let us love each other; This beautiful
earth, let me repeat, is o%7s; the sky which encom-
passes us is full of o7 God; the present moment
is ours, let us make use of it in the way oxr Father
demands of us.

I feel | have not expressed myself half so well
as | wished | could. But I pray that you may all
feel more than ]l have expressed, and may God's
grace be with us all. )

Ever yours,

One of you.
To Members of Y. M, P. M,

(61)
To

Jnanendra Mohon Sen,

Oxford,
29, Dec. '96.
Dear dear Jnan Baboo,

Your kind letter is very welcome. 1 had often
‘thought of writing to you but could not perhaps
because 1 had no time.

I have begun a letter to my prayer meeting
friends which, if I can finish it, will give you some
of my experiences here.

I must heartily thank you for the many (or few?)
welcome news which you communicate.

It would be a good thing if you could revive the

“‘Morning Star’.
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Yes, I shall be happy to hear that you gave Mr.
Harwood a hearty welcome—I have heard from
Nolin mama about his accommodation at the India
Club.

Very sorry to hear of Protap Baboo's health
being bad. | hope to hear he has recovered.

Thank the members of *“Our Fraternity’” for
resolving to have a library. 1 shall be happy to
help them from here if I can. Yes, nothing will give
me greater pleasure than to learn that you meet
more than once a week for Upasiana and other
good purposes. May God bless all your good
resolves !

My love to Sarala and blessings to the little ones
who, I am happy, remember me—May God bless
them all |

Yours always
Naloo.

"
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taking an active unshrinking share in public duty
and overcoming by the grace of God her supposed
infirmities. Thus we may truly say that we were .
opening a door through which women might carry
the Message of Love and Life to multitudes who
would never receive it save from a woman's
lips—Z7hat door will never again be shut.” - (SN
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Himalaya Brahma Mandir
Simla, 18 June, '28
Beloved Jyoti Kumar,

Nothing could be more welcome today than
your letter and the registered packet containing
gifts for distribution tomorrow and the days
following of the #/sav for which they are intended.
I take this opportunity of saying how grateful | am
for two other letters received from you and how
all here who know you feel your absence. May
the blessings of the Divine Mother be with you all
there as with all here during this festive season |

yours ever
“Babuji’”

Jyoti Kumar Anand
38
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C/O B. K. Niyogi Esq.
Hazaribagh
25 April, 29
Beloved Brother and Sister,

Jamini sends dreadful news. It must have come
to you all as a bolt from the blue—the shock of
which | too have been trying to feel with you.
But she who is the chief loser, our dear sister
Nischinta Devi's sorrow is too sacred and too deep
for words. Perhaps others can neither realise nor
comprehend it ; it is known to herself only and
God. But we who have been taught to worship

the same God as our Divine Mother who has often



188 ategwta B8

said to us—“Can a woman forget her suckling
child? Yea, she might forget, yet will I not forget
thee’''—we know She never leaves us alone in our
distress. And when She seems to take back to
Herself the person She gave us to love, it is only
to try our love and faith, for She gives back to us
our Loved One, not in the old form we saw on
earth, but in heaven's new form. Is it not our
privilege to find that we are nearest to the Mother
in Heaven when we seem to be farthest from Her
and that She with Her Heavenly Host, comes and
dwells with us in our hours of bereavement on
earth. In that Heavenly Host do we not hear the
sweet words of the Man of Sorrows who said:
“‘Bles-ed are they that mourn: for they shall be
comforted”’? and the voice of our own bdiaktas
saying ‘Cil¥ @3 931 7@’ (sorrow is the supreme ser-
vice of God)? May this sweet faith sustain you all,

and especially our dear sister, in her terrible trial |
always yours

‘Nalooda’

Mr, and Mrs. Behari Lal Anand R
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*Thy voice is on the rolling air;
1 hear thee where the waters run;
Thou standest in the rising sun,
And in the sitting thou art fair.

* * % % » *

Far off thou art, but ever nigh,

1 have thee still, and I rejoice,

1 prosper, circled with thy voice,
1 shall not lose thee though I die.”
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